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On Oct. 21 in Washington, Honduran President Jose Azcona Hoyo said that US military aid to the
Nicaraguan contras should be suspended at least until January, when the five governments involved
in the Central American peace plan are due to decide if their agreement is working. However, he
added, that does not mean the United States should "close out all possibilities of aid to the contras
in the future" if it becomes clear that the Nicaraguan government is not complying fully with the
agreement to grant political amnesty to opponents, negotiate a cease-fire with the contras and
move toward democratization. Azcona, a signatory to the peace agreement in Guatemala City Aug.
7, has been critical of the Sandinistas for alleged bad faith in implementing the agreement. At a
breakfast meeting with reporters Oct. 21 and later after talks with President Reagan at the White
House, he reiterated that Nicaragua's compliance efforts to date are "very trivial, not relevant" to
the peace process. Despite such negative assessments of Nicaraguan actions thus far, he appeared
to be backing away from the impression he gave in an interview with THE WASHINGTON POST
last week that his government will not consider itself bound by the agreement if Managua has not
complied by the Nov. 7 deadline for implementation of the peace machinery. Instead, he focused
on Jan. 7, the deadline for the five presidents to meet and determine the effectiveness of the plan
as the apparently key date in the process. In response to questions about the administration's
plan to ask Congress before Thanksgiving for $270 million in new military aid for the contras,
Azcona noted that the agreement calls for the suspension of outside military assistance to insurgent
forces in any of the five countries. He added that at present he did not believe lethal aid should be
provided to the contras: "We have to wait for the agreement to take its course. But we shouldn't
use the ban on lethal aid as an excuse for permitting noncompliance. It is one thing not to help
the contras right now and another to call off aid completely. "That would preclude the use of the
contras as a lever to force compliance...What should definitely not be done is to make a decision
to close out all possibilities for aid to the contras in the future." Azcona suggested that among the
possibilities open to the United States is the idea of Congress approving the aid and then holding
it in suspension until after Jan. 7. Or, he added, the aid request could be submitted to Congress
and debated but not voted on until the January deadline is past. "Right now the aid to the contras
should be suspended and it has been suspended," he said through a translator. "But what definitely
should not be done is to make a decision that would close down the possibility of aid to the contras
in the future. That would torpedo the peace process." Azcona said if military aid to the contras
was suspended, the Sandinistas would not be able to use continued US support of the contras
as an excuse not to comply. The Honduran president insisted, as he has done in the past, that
there are no contra camps in Honduras. "We have no contra bases in Honduras," he said. "Most
of the contras are in Nicaragua. There may be some that periodically come across the Honduras
border." Azcona's comments demonstrated the administration's difficulties in seeking support
for contra aid from its allies in the region. Like Salvadoran President Jose Napoleon Duarte noted
in remarks earlier this month, Azcona pointed out that the treaty requires an end to outside help
to insurgent groups and thus binds the parties to take a position counter to Washington's. The
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Honduran president said, "We have not asked the United States to suspend aid to the contras.
But in the agreement that is what the presidents have called for." Both El Salvador and Honduras
are heavily dependent on US aid. Duarte's government is receiving $620 million this year and the
Honduran government is getting $189 million. The Reagan administration has asked that Honduras
receive $237 million next year. Moreover, the Honduran military, which has close ties to the US, has
great influence in the Honduran government. In one of several meetings with congresspersons, on
Oct. 20 President Azcona reiterated his position that Nicaragua must "scrupulously" live up to its
obligations under the accord. Azcona told reporters that he had "frank" discussions with various
congressional leaders about concerns that some legislators may have about the peace accord. He has
joined Presidents Oscar Arias of Costa Rica and Duarte of El Salvador in calling on the Nicaraguan
government to negotiate a cease-fire with the contras. Among the congressmen Azcona spoke
with on Oct. 20 were Senate minority leader Robert Dole (Kansas), House minority leader Robert
Michel (Illinois), and Sen. Bill Bradley (D-New Jersey). He also planned to meet with Defense
Secretary Caspar Weinberger, House Speaker Jim Wright (Texas), and leaders of the House and
Senate Appropriations Committees, the House Foreign Affairs Committee, and the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee. Azcona was in the US on a four-day private visit. (Basic data from several
reports by WASHINGTON POST, NEW YORK TIMES, 10/22/87)
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